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Early Years Service  

Referral Criteria 

 

 

 

 

The following information should help inform your decision on whether this would be a useful service for you 

and your child.  Additional information can be found on our website or by contacting us on the details below to 

discuss further. 

 

Who is the service for?  

Tailor Ed’s Early Years Service is for families with a child with a diagnosis of autism, living in the City of 

Edinburgh, entering their preschool year. Our Early Years Service provides 12 months of support to 

families to teach their child the essential skills they need in day-to-day life. We focus on play and 

communication, daily living skills such as toileting, and “learning to learn” skills such as understanding 

instructions and waiting. 

 

Referral eligibility criteria: 

- Child has received a diagnosis of Autism, ASD or other ASD diagnosis at the point of accessing 

the service. Referrals can be made to our service once the diagnosis process has started, and a 

diagnosis is likely to be received, to ensure a place on our list. The child is required to have a 

diagnosis once we start providing support. A Project Worker will contact the family at the start of 

the service to ensure that they have a diagnosis. If the child doesn’t qualify for an ASD diagnosis, 

we are unable to provide support for the family. We recommend that families and professionals 

make a referral as soon as they are on the pathway to a diagnosis. 

 

- Family and child reside in the City of Edinburgh. Where families have parents living in different 

homes, we can provide the support as long as one of the parents is living within the City of 

Edinburgh. We won’t be able to provide support for families living in any other local authority. 

Please note: we previously accepted referrals from East Lothian but are now unable to do so due 

to a lack of directly funded resources in this area. 

 

- The child is eligible to start their preschool year in August 2027. Our Early Years Service can only 

provide support for the family if the child is in their preschool year of nursery (i.e. due to start 

school in August 2028). If the child is accessing school by the start of our service, we will 

unfortunately be unable to support the family. Alternatively, parents may access some support 

through EDAN hub: EDAN Hub. 

https://theyardscotland.org.uk/edan-hub/edan-hub-services/
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Additional Information 

 

- Reserve list. We support 35 families per year, which means we are at capacity quite quickly. When 

this happens, we will add the remaining families onto our reserve list. If a space becomes 

available, we will contact the next family to offer our support. Families will remain on this list only 

until the time that the child starts P1 – at this point, they are no longer eligible for the Early Years 

Service.  

 

- In case of a deferral. If delaying a child’s move to Primary 1 by one year, please inform our Early 

Years team. We will endeavour to add the child to the next year’s list, ensuring the support if 

spaces are available. If you have already submitted a referral, and then defer your child’s start 

to P1, please let us know as soon as possible. This ensures a greater chance that there will be 

space available on the next year’s list, and helps us to accurately assess our capacity and resource 

allocation. 

 

 
 

 

 

If you have any questions about the above criteria and whether you meet them, please contact us at 

contact@tailoredfoundation.co.uk, or call 07842 104 368 

mailto:contact@tailoredfoundation.co.uk

